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Get your tickets now for ACM S@ biggest
fundraiser of the year! Ticket ord er form
availablein the Courier. Everyoneshould come!

Your helpisneeded with setting up for the Fall
Flingand donations for basket items. The next six
peopleto donatetimeor an item will get afree
ticket to the Fall Fling. Please contact Sheri Davis
at sherd ish@yahoo.com to donate!!!

See the GCan You Help?Osection of the Couri er for
Fall Fling volunteer needs.



Calendar

Please Mark These Dates!!! (Subject to Change)

November
Tuesday, November 4 DNO SCHOOL b Election Day
Wednesday, November 5 DEnd of Term One
Wednesday, November 5 D Arts Night
Thursday, November 6 PACM S High School Information Night £6:30-8:00 PM
Friday, November 7 B Coalition of Essential Schools Fall Forumin Charlotte, NC
Wednesday, November 12 DPTCA Meeting: What is the Codlition of Essentia Schools? ©6:30 PM
Friday, November 14 B Coffee with the Principal: Discussion of Meal Payment Policy D8:45 AM
Saturday, November 15 DACMS/NCS Fall Flingd
Week of November 17 DEnd of Term Reports Mailed Home
Wednesday, November 19 to Friday, November 21 B 7" Grade Trip to Fortson 4-H Center
Wednesday, November 26 to Friday, November 28 DPNO SCHOOL b Thanksgiving Break

December
Wednesday, December 3 and Thursday, December 4 B Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences (more details mailed
home with end of term reports)
Wednesday, December 10 DPTCA Meeting B6:30 PM
Friday, December 19 to Friday, January 2 DNO SCHOOL BWinter Break

Announcements, Reminders, Brief Notes, Etc.

Please remember that the school building does not open until 8:00 each morning. If you drop your students
off prior to 8:00, they will haveto wait outside, regar dless of the weather conditions, as thereis no supervision
until 8:00. Thank you for your cooperation!

Mr. Edmison’'sadvisory is sponsoring a food drive to benefit the Atlanta Community Food Bank. We will be
accepting donations of healthy non-perishable food items from November 3-24. The collection box islocated
inthe ACM Sfront office. Some suggestions for donations are: peanut butter, canned tuna, canned beans, canned
soups and pastas, 100% juice, canned fruits and vegetables, macaroni and cheese, whole grain, low sugar cereals.
Please bring in your donations and help us help those in need this holiday season! Thank you!

Ms. Ramsey® advisory is sponsoring a clothing drive for the Rescue Atlanta Charity through November 25™.
If you have any old pieces of clothing (sweaters, shirts, jackets, pants) that you are willing to donate, please bring it
to your advisory. The advisory that bringsin the most items will win a breakfast!

November breakfast and lunch menus and order for ms are now available on the ACMS website!

If you know your student will be absent from school for any reason, please call the office and leave a message
letting us know. Similarly, if you are running late for regular afternoon pickup, please call the office and let the
school know if possible.

Theweekly Courier will be appearing in an electronic version via email and our website thisyear in order to
conserve paper. If you do not have regular Internet access, afew paper copies will be available in the main office
each Thursday or you can use the computers in the media center. If you have anything you@ like to submit to the
Courier, please email it to info@atlantachartermiddle.com no later than 4:00 PM on Wednesday .




November 15, 2008

2008 5:30-10pm
a @aééﬁe 890 Bill Kennedy Way

&
NEIGHBORHOOD QJZLUCﬂOVl .

It@ no longer FASHIONABLE to be Qashionably

late®

We@e changing it up this year, and the Silent Auction will close in 4 sections at
designated times. You DONO want to miss the holiday shopping deals or the Raffle- so
don®be late!!

*Order of Events
5:30 B 8:30 b Silent Auction open (to close in sections below)
6:45 P 8:00 b Raffle

8:10: Close Silent Auction Section I:
Kids, Pets, Home & Garden

8:20 Close Silent Auction Section II:
Fitness, Hair, Spa, Sports and Clothes

8:30 Close Silent Auction Section II:
Hotels, Entertainment, Dining, Parties

8:40-9:45pm D Live Auction

9:50 Close Silent Auction Section IV:
Teacher Time, Vacation Getaways and the Gallery

Purchase your tickets now for $15 eachN priceincreasesto $20 at the door- donOmiss this dining
experience created by Chef Drew I hrig of Endive! Also- sign up for childcaretoday! Pricesincrease
Monday, Nov 3! All formsare also available at www.neighborhoodcharter.com . Click
on the Fall Fling Logo!




Auction Ticket Pre-Order

s (
}-a 2008
Ratfle
it N2,
Q( (hdul o,

mg

Saturday, November 15
5:30-10pm
890 Bill Kennedy Way SE

NEIGHBORHOOD
'CHARTER _SCHOOL

Purchaser@Name

Email

Student@Name

Grade/Teacher

*Plea® return this form along with paymert to the ACMS offi ce.
Please notethat ticketsmay also be purchasedin the NCS and ACM S school offi ced

Number of Tickets @ $15 each

Total $

Circle One:

Cash Check #
*Ticketsare $15in advance/$20at thedoorand includeentry to the event plusfabulousfood
catered by Endive. Drink tickets will beavailable at the event. Remember Fall Flingisa
fabulousnightoutfor thegrown-ups! Questions? Email the committee at
audion@neghbohooddarter.com.

Thanksin advance for your support!




Reserve childcare for the eventNtoday!

2008

Raffle
NM Juchom M
P Q Ml

L ‘/\g Al A1) CHORTER MO SCHO0:

Saturday, November 15
5:30-10pm
890 Bill Kennedy Way SE

Childcare availableat NCS from 5:15 to 10:30pm

Child@BNameand age: $1@.00
Child@Nameand age: $5@0
Child@Nameand age: $5@0
Circleone

Check# Cash Total $
Parent/Guardian@name:

Parent/Guardian@email:

Phon e (during the event): etl etl

Emergency contact/telephone

FreekkeekkeekkkkP - |ease be sure to pack a peanutfree dinng for each chil d xx**xxkkrx

Childcare for children walking age and up will cog $10 for the first child and $5 for siblings
Please return this form with payment to the ACMS office. Due to the need to reserve sitters

in advance, childcare prices will increase on Monday, November 3rd to $15 for the first

child and $10for each additional child- so pleasereserve your spot ASAP!

Questions? Contact: Sarah Wilcox at sarahowilcox@bdlsouth.net




Thank Youl!!

Thank you to the parents/guardians who volunteered at last Thursday®@ Halloween dance!

Can You Help?

Each week in this space there will be ways you can help the school, and, in many cases, earn required volunteer
hours. For more information about the volunteer hour commitment, please read the ACMS Student & Family
Handbook.

IMPORTANT FALL FLING HELP NEEDED!: I'm asking for help from ACM Sfamilies. Thisyear the
auction lighting committee isin need of alot of indoor and outdoor extension cor ds (8 feet-30 feet) and power
strips. We would be borrowing them from Friday, November 7th-Sunday, November 16th. If you are willing to let
us borrow them, please put your name and phone number on tape attached to the extension cords and power strips. |
will return them starting Monday, November 17th. | will leave abox at the school in the office to deposit the
supplies starting Monday, November 3rd. Thanks for your help. If you have any questions, please feel free to call
me at 404-627-7555 or e-mail at ringlow@aol.com. Thanks! Julie Lowring

Thisyear ACMS isin charge of the auction lighting set up and tear down. 1'm desperately looking for parent
volunteersto help put up thelightsand help take them down. No skill required. Below isalist of the timeswe
will be working at the Glenwood space- on the corner of Glenwood Ave. and Bill Kennedy Way in North
Ormewood Park. If you can volunteer for one or more of these times, please e-mail Julie Lowring

at ringlow@aol.com or call at 404-627-7555. | will forward directions to the auction site closer to the date.
Wednesday, November 12th 4pm-8pm

Thursday, November 13th 6pm-9pm

Friday, November 14th 9am-9pm

Sunday, November 16th 9am-1pm

The media center isneed of volunteersto help during lunch from 11:50-12:50, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday each week. If you areinterested, please email Jacob Edmison at jedmison@atlantachartermiddle.com.

The school is often in need of various donated items. For more information, see the GClass News & NotesO
section that follows.

Class News & Notes

Throughout the year in this space you find updates on what students in different classes are working on,
upcoming field trips, and other important class information. Please also be sureto visit the ACMS website at
www.atlantacharter middle.com for more information about the school and class (blogsOwhere assignments and
other information can be found.

Thisweek @ updates come from the following classesE




6" Grade Carrera
The Wednesday rotations are changing!

We are excited to announce that our new rotations will begin on Wednesday, November 12, 2008! In an effort to
provide our young people with greater breadth and depth within each component, students will now:

- rotate every six weeks- Thiswill allow our young people a chance to immerse themselves fully in a rotational
experience while at the same time, providing them with the opportunity to experience each component mor e often.

- havethe opportunity to work in smaller, group settings for Academic Enrichment- Students scheduled for
Academic Enrichment will work in a small, group setting (max. 3-5 young people per teacher) to allow for more
individualized work and attention in areas of needed support and/or enrichment.

- participatein additional fitness activitiess Students scheduled for Academic Enrichment will now also have the
opportunity to participate in a Fitness session either during thefirst or second hour of their Educational rotation!
Some of the potential activities include aerobic fitness, movement/dance, and self-defense. As well, studentsin
Young Entrepreneurs and Self-Expression will also have a focused fitness portion of their Wednesday block. We are
committed to working both their minds and their bodies more consistently! Keep checking the Courier for more
info!

We will continue to have arotation of 17 new students to participate in individualized lifetime sports at the Carver
YMCA, and arotation of young people participating in our Y oung Entrepreneurs Club and Self Expression. We are
excited about the possibilities with this new schedule and look forward to, and welcome your feedback, so please
stay tuned!

And now, for this week@ Carrera updatesE

Academic Enrichment

This week, our Wednesday class will finally produce and present their newscasts! 1t been alot of work and re-
work, but it will all pay off when they see their hard work come to lights, cameras, and action! Congratulations to
al of our young people for their hard work and commitment to this project! Job well done!

And finally, as a culminating activity that relates to the work over the last few weeks, our young people will take a
field trip to CNN to tour and observe area newscast in action! Please stay tuned as we finalize the dates and time
and look out for permission slips that will be coming home over the next week!

Job Club
This week the young entrepreneurs were given a business challenge, a description follows:
Business Challenge: Nike, Inc

Y our department works for Nike, Inc. and must design, produce and sell the next line of athletic shoes Nike will
launch.

Your goa isto make aprofit. Profit ispositive increase from an investment after subtracting for all expenses.

Y our investment from Nike is $1,000.

Y our expenses are marketing cost and shoe production cost. Prices will vary from team to team, depending on how
teams choose to spend their investment money.

The team with the best design, marketing plan and profit will win the business challenge!

Power Group B
This week the student® Power Group knowledge was put to the test. Students were divided up into teams and

answered questions related to concepts discussed in previous groups. Students also completed a Likert scale self-
esteem survey, in preparation for future self-esteem discussions.

Individual L ifetime Sports



This week marks the last session of the Y MCA cycle. Young people realy enjoyed swimming and aerobic activities
at the Carver Ranches Y MCA.

The new group of 17 young people will rotate into the Sports component to enjoy the same activities at the Y MCA
for six weeks starting Wednesday November 12th. An email will be sent to parents of participating students
detailing the expectations for the sports component.

6" Grade Performing ArtsDMrs. Gardner

Thisweek in Performing Arts we have been working on putting the finishing touches on each show. The students
have worked incredibly hard as| am sure you saw on Wednesday night at the Related Arts Night. Each student did
an amazing job with their roles and by pushing themselves outside their comfort zones. Wedl finish out the term by
celebrating ajob well done and watching the first act of Into the Woods.

6™ Grade Visual ArtsDMr. Edmison

Welre had a great first session of 6™ grade visual artsl On Monday, the other half of the 6™ grade will begin their
visual arts course. One important element of the courseis a sketchbook. Each student is required to have a
sketchbook. By the end of thefirst week of class, students should bring in either $6 or $8 to purchase a sketchbook.
Both books are hardcover and contain quality drawing paper. The $8 book has 110 pages. The $6 book has 70
pages of drawing paper. Studentswill use this book for homework and class work drawing assignments, aswell as
journals. 1Gn looking forward to beginning the new session!

6™ & 7™ Grade Spanish DMrs. Belloso-Pinto and Mrs. Waldman
Hola atodos (Hello everybody),

We are happy to have successfully finished our first term. During thisfirst term, we worked hard on some of our
Spanish basics (i.e. numbers, days of the week, feelings, basic adjectives, etc). Now we are ready to move on to
some more challenging things. We encourage parents to ask the students about the things that they have learned in
class, because some of the basics that we have learned in the first unit will form the foundation for the students
success in the upcoming units. We also encourage you to periodically check our blogs on the Atlanta Charter Middle
School web site, under the " Spanish” section. There, you will always be able to find out at |east one week in advance
when we are having a quiz and what the quiz will be about.

Our new term brings a series of new changes as well. Specifically, 6th grade students will be changing Spanish
classes and teachers. It is very important for the students to be able to work with different groups of students aswell
as adifferent Spanish teacher with adifferent accent. Our change will take place on November 10th, and most of our
students will have a different Spanish teacher from the one that they currently have (either Mrs. Belloso or Mrs.
Waldman, depending on the class that the student is currently taking).

If you have any questions about our Spanish classes, feel free to write us an email at anytime. Remember that you
are alwayswelcome to come by and visit our classrooms as well.

See you soon,

Mrs. Belloso and Mrs. Waldman

7" and 8" Grade Fit for LifeDMrs. Pam
The 7th graders are wrapping up Term One with an overview in Mental/Emotiona Health. The students completed
their "Esteem" projects which were due on Thursday, Nov. 6th.

The 8th graders have completed their health power point projects on "Genetic Disorders.” The students began
presenting their information on Thursday, Nov. 6th.

PTCA News

Please check this section often for news about the ACMS Parent-Teacher-Community Association




If you have other questions about the PTCA, please email Paula Jessup, PTCA President, at
pjessup@mindspring.com.

It@timeto get theflu shot! Students under the age of 18 are highly encouraged to get aflu vaccine. For more
information about flu vaccines, visit the Centers for Disease Control website.

Thanksfor all the box topsthat wereturned in to the advisories. We had over 600 box tops.
Ms. Pam Jones advisory won the pizza party with 200!!! Way to go. Y ou can still turn in box tops throughout
the year and we may have another competition with the advisories.

Next week is a special week with our PTCA meeting on Wednesday and the auction on Saturday November 15th.
If you have your PTCA name badge from a previous meeting, please return. We hope to use them at every PTCA
meeting.

Thenext PTCA meeting is Wednesday, November 12 at 6:30 PM. Teachers, parents, and studentswho
attended the Coalition of Essential Schools Fall Forum in Charlotte, NC will betalking about what they
lear ned and experienced.

High School Transition News

SAVE THE DATE!

ACM SHigh School Information Night

November 6, 2008

6:30-8:00 pm

Come to hear from representatives from area high schools! 8" grade families: Please RSV P to the Evite you were
sent if you haven® already done so.

Independent School Admission Fair
Sunday, November 9th 1-3 pm
Oglethorpe University
www.atlantaprivateschools.com

Open Housefor Pace Academy - Saturday November 22, 2008 1-4pm
Prospective Parent M eetings at Paideia - November 10 and December 8 from 730-900pm

Here are some helpful websitesfor familiesinterested in private schools:
A How to Guide to Choosing a Private School in Atlanta

http://www.atlantaparent.com/08-01-January 2008/jan08-art4.html

Georgia Independent School Association

http://www.gisa-schools.org/

For more information about high school transition, please contact Kristin Lee, ACMS Counselor, at
klee@atlantachartermiddle.com.

Health & Safety News

Dear ACMS Parents/Guardians,




ACMSis participating in an exciting new program called SafeRoutesto School. As part of this
program, we needto gather information from you alout how your children are currently getting to
and from school.

With the assistance of your children, please complete one survey for each child in your family who
attends ACMS and return it to each childOsadvisory by Friday, November 8, 2008 (volunteer hours
apply!). Please note that the survey isfollowed by a map on which we ask that you highlight your
route to school.

Safe Routesto School programs promote safe walking and bicycling to school. More information
about thisimportant effort will be sharedat our next Health and Safey Committee meeting. If you
have questions, pleas contact Ms. Jonesat pjones@atlantachartermiddie.org

. iwalktoschool.org

Georgia SafeRoutesto Sclool:
http://www.dot.state.ga.usL OCALGOVERNMEN T/FundingProgramg/srts
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School Transportation Assessment
PARENT SURVEY

How far is it from your home to the school ?
1/4 mileorless 1/4 mileto 1/2 mile  1/2 mileto 1 mile
between 1 and 2 miles  more than 2 miles

In what neighborhood/subdivision do you live?

Information about your child
Grade: Sex: M F

How does your child usually get to school ?
family car  school bus  car pool
walk bicycle other (please explain)
How does your child usually get home from school ?
family car  school bus  car pool
walk bicycle other (please explain)

If you drive your child to and/or from school, why do you make that choice?

Please identify streets or intersections on your child@ route to school that you think are particularly
dangerous. Please explain why.

Please identify any other dangers on your child@ route about which you have concerns.

How often does your child walk or bicycle to or from school ?
every day severa timesaweek  once aweek
very occasionally  never

If your child walks or bikes to or from school, does she/he usually travel:
alone with other children  with parent
with other adult

Would you choose for your child to walk or bike to/from school more often if: (please rank by
order of importance, with 1 being of most importance)

____accompanied by other children

____accompanied by other parents

_____route maps were provided

____there were more sidewalks and bike trails



____there were more crossing guards

____ car speeds were reduced

____your child received walking and bicycling sdfety training
____ other - please explain:

Additional comments:
Would you give your child permission to participate in a Walk (or bike) to school day at ACMS?
Would you be interested in helping with Safe Routes to School activities at your school ?

yes no

If yes, please indicate your name and contact information.

Thank you very much for completing this survey!
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Atlanta Charter Middle School
820 Essie Ave,, SE, Atlanta, Georgia 30316
Voice 678-904-0051 Fax 678-904-0052

**$10 off for ads placed before December 15, 2008!***
Dear ACMS Parents:

Support our school and recognize your studentN post a Personal Display of Affection (PDA) ad
in the ACMS yearbook!

The yearbook is one of our favorite school traditions. Students anticipate reliving the
school year through photos, student portraits and event highlights. Soon your child will
be bursting with excitement to review the yearbook. Imagine the surprise when your
child finds a personal message from you!

To order a PDA for your student, please return the enclosed PDA Order Form, along with a
favorite photo of your student. Please identify the photo (to avoid damaging the photo, write the
name on a sticker and place it on the back of the photo rather than writing on the photo).
Provide a personal message to be printed next to the photo. If you have any questions, please
contact Jacob Edmison, yearbook adviser, at (678) 904-0051.

Thank you for supporting our school!

Sincerely,
Jacob Edmison

P.S. Business ads are also available. Please contact Jacob Edmison
(ledmison@atlantachartermiddle.com) for information and rates.
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Yearbook PDA Order Form

Yes, | want to post a PDA for

in the yearbook!

(print student name)

Ad Size 5iae el I PUIREr 6 Place a personal message in this space.
(check one) words in message If you need additional space to write your
message, attach a separate sheet of paper.
I 1/8 page ad $30.00 15 words + 1 photo
I 1/4 page ad $50.00 30 words+1 photo
I 1/2 page ad $100.00 50 words+2 photos
I Full page $200.00 100 words+3 photos
ad

Enclosed is a check* for $

Signature:

* Make checks payable to Atlanta Charter Middle
Sdool

Please send this order form, along with a photo, to
the following address:

Atlanta Charter Middle School
820 Essie Ave.
Atlanta, GA 30316

Or return to Jacob Edmison at ACMS
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ACMS Extracurricular Activities

Cheerleading y
Congratulations to the ACMS cheerleading squad for coming in 2™ place at last week@ L ukeSports cheerleading
competition! Way to go!

ACMS After School Band

All studentswho areinterested in joining the after school band program should pick up an informational letter
from the main office. Thisletter was given out during the band info meeting. Practice takes place every Monday
school isin session from 4:00-5:30. If you have any questions about band, please contact Mr. Jimmie Howell at
jimmiehowell @msn.com.

ACMS Sports
Stay tuned for updatesabout basketball over the next few weeks. If you have any questions about the ACMS

sports program, please contact Ms. Maria Larson at 678-904-0051 or mlarson@atlantachartermiddle.com.

Chess Club

ACMSCHESSCLUB has started. It meetsevery Friday from 7:40 am to 8:30 am. All skill levelscan
participate. Chess Club will meet every Friday morning that school isin session. TG FREE! For more
information contact Bob Peatman at 770/865-7918 or peatmanb@gmail.com.
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