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820 Essie Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia 30316 
Voice 678-904-0051  Fax 678-904-0052 

www.atlantachartermiddle.com 

The Weekly Cour ier                                                                                                       Thursday, November 6, 2008 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Get  your t i ckets now  for ACM SÕs bi ggest  
fundra i ser of  the  year!   Ti cket  ord er form  

avai lable i n  the  Couri er.   Every one sho u ld com e! 
 

Your he lp i s needed w i th set t i ng up for the  Fal l  
Fl i ng and donat i ons for basket  i tem s.  The  next  si x 

people to donate t im e or an  i tem  w i l l  get  a f re e 
t i cket  to the Fal l  Fl i ng.  Please con tact  She r i  Davi s 

at  she rd i sh@yahoo.com  to donate!! !  
 

See the  ÒCan  You H elp?Ó sect i on  of  the  Couri er for 
Fal l  Fl i ng volun teer needs. 
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Calendar 

 
Please Mark These Dates! ! !   (Subject to Change) 

 
November 

Tuesday, November 4 Ð NO SCHOOL Ð Election Day 
Wednesday, November 5 Ð End of Term One 

Wednesday, November 5 Ð Arts Night 
Thursday, November 6 ÐACMS High School Information Night Ð 6:30-8:00 PM 
Friday, November 7 Ð Coalition of Essential Schools Fall Forum in Charlotte, NC 

Wednesday, November 12 Ð PTCA Meeting: What is the Coalition of Essential Schools? Ð 6:30 PM 
Friday, November 14 Ð Coffee with the Principal: Discussion of Meal Payment Policy Ð 8:45 AM 

Saturday, November 15 Ð ACMS/NCS ÒFall FlingÓ 
Week of November 17 Ð End of Term Reports Mailed Home 

Wednesday, November 19 to Friday, November 21 Ð 7th Grade Trip to Fortson 4-H Center 
Wednesday, November 26 to Friday, November 28 Ð NO SCHOOL Ð Thanksgiving Break 

 
December 

Wednesday, December 3 and Thursday, December 4 Ð Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences (more details mailed 
home with end of term reports) 

Wednesday, December 10 Ð PTCA Meeting Ð 6:30 PM 
Friday, December 19 to Friday, January 2 Ð NO SCHOOL Ð Winter Break 

 

Announcements, Reminders, Brief Notes, Etc. 
 
Please remember  that the school building does not open until 8:00 each morning.  I f you drop your students 
off pr ior  to 8:00, they will have to wait outside, regardless of the weather  conditions, as there is no supervision 
until 8:00.  Thank you for  your  cooperation! 
 
Mr. Edmison's advisory is sponsor ing a food dr ive to benefit the Atlanta Community Food Bank.  We will be 
accepting donations of healthy non-perishable food items from November 3-24.  The collection box is located 
in the ACMS front office.  Some suggestions for donations are:  peanut butter, canned tuna, canned beans, canned 
soups and pastas, 100% juice, canned fruits and vegetables, macaroni and cheese, whole grain, low sugar cereals. 
Please bring in your donations and help us help those in need this holiday season!  Thank you! 
 
Ms. RamseyÕs advisory is sponsor ing a clothing dr ive for  the Rescue Atlanta Char ity through November  25th.  
If you have any old pieces of clothing (sweaters, shirts, jackets, pants) that you are willing to donate, please bring it 
to your advisory.  The advisory that brings in the most items will win a breakfast! 
 
November  breakfast and lunch menus and order  forms are now available on the ACMS website! 
 
I f you know your student will be absent from school for any reason, please call the office and leave a message 
letting us know.  Similarly, if you are running late for regular afternoon pickup, please call the office and let the 
school know if possible. 
 
The weekly Cour ier  will be appear ing in an electronic version via email and our  website this year  in order  to 
conserve paper.  If you do not have regular Internet access, a few paper copies will be available in the main office 
each Thursday or you can use the computers in the media center.  If you have anything youÕd like to submit to the 
Courier, please email it to info@atlantachartermiddle.com no later than 4:00 PM on Wednesday.  
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November 15, 2008  
5:30-10pm  
890 Bill Kennedy Way  

 
 
 
 

I t Õs n o  l o n g er  FA SH I O N A B L E t o  b e Ôf a sh i o n a b l y  
l a t eÕ!  

WeÕre changing it up this year, and the Silent Auction will close in 4 sections at 
designated times. You DONÕT want to miss the holiday shopping deals or the Raffle- so 

donÕt be late!! 
 

*Order of Events 
 

5:30 Ð 8:30 Ð Silent Auction open (to close in sections below) 
 
6:45 Ð 8:00 Ð Raffle 
 
8:10: Close Silent Auction Section I: 
Kids, Pets, Home & Garden 

 
8:20 Close Silent Auction Section II: 
Fitness, Hair, Spa, Sports and Clothes 
 
8:30 Close Silent Auction Section III: 
Hotels, Entertainment, Dining, Parties 
 
8:40-9:45pm Ð Live Auction 
 
9:50 Close Silent Auction Section IV: 
Teacher Time, Vacation Getaways and the Gallery 
 

Purchase your tickets now for $15 eachÑ price increases to $20 at the door- donÕt miss this dining 
experience created by Chef Drew Ihrig of Endive! Also- sign up for childcare today! Prices increase 

Monday, Nov 3!  All forms are also available at www.neighborhoodcharter.com .                             Click 
on the Fall Fl ing Logo!  
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Au ct i on  Ti ck et  Pr e- Or d er  
 

 

 
Sa t u r d a y ,  N o v em b er  1 5  

5 : 3 0 - 1 0 p m   
8 9 0  B i l l  K en n ed y  Wa y  SE 

 
 
Pu r ch a ser Õs Na m e ________________________________________________ 
 
Em a i l  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Stu d en t Õs Na m e ______________________________________________________ 
 
Gr a d e/ Tea ch er  ______________________________________________________ 

*Please return this form along with payment to the ACMS offi ce.  
Please note that ti ckets may also be purchased in the NCS and ACMS school offi ces! 
  

Nu m ber  o f Ti ck et s ________________ @ $15  ea ch   
 
To t a l            $________________ 
 
Ci r cl e On e: 
 

Ca sh   Ch eck  #__________ 
*Tickets are $15 in advance/$20 at the door and include entry to the event plus fabulous food 
catered by Endive. Drink tickets will be available at the event. Remember Fall Fling is a 
fabulous night out for the grown-ups!  Questions? Email the committee at 
auction@neighborhoodcharter.com . 

Th a n k s i n  a d va n ce fo r  you r  su ppor t !  
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Reser ve ch i l d ca r e for  t h e even t Ñ to d a y! 

 
Sa t u r d a y ,  N o v em b er  1 5  

5 : 3 0 - 1 0 p m   
8 9 0  B i l l  K en n ed y  Wa y  SE 

 
Childcare available at NCS fro m 5:15 to 10:30pm 

 
Ch i l d Õs Na m e a n d  a g e:____________________________________@$10.00  
 
Ch i l d Õs Na m e a n d  a g e:______________________________________@$5.00  
 
Ch i l d Õs Na m e a n d  a g e:______________________________________@$5.00  
 
Circle one: 
Check#_____________    Cash     Total $____________ 
 
Pa r en t / Gu a r d i a n Õs n a m e:__________________________________________ 
 
Pa r en t / Gu a r d i a n Õs em a i l :__________________________________________ 
 
Ph on e (during the event): ____________________cel l   ____________________cel l  
 
Em er g en cy con t a ct / t el eph on e ______________________________________ 
 
***************P lease be sure to pack a peanut-free dinner for each child.**********  
Childcare for children walking age and up will cost $10 for the first child and $5 for siblings. 
Please return this form with payment to the ACMS office. Due to the need to reserve sitters 
in advance, childcare pr ices will increase on Monday, November 3rd to $15 for the first 
child and $10 for each additional child- so please reserve your  spot ASAP!  

Questions? Contact: Sarah Wilcox at sarahcwilcox@bellsouth.net  
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Thank You!!! 
Thank you to the parents/guardians who volunteered at last ThursdayÕs Halloween dance! 
 

Can You Help? 
Each week in this space there will be ways you can help the school, and, in many cases, earn required volunteer 
hours.  For more information about the volunteer hour commitment, please read the ACMS Student & Family 

Handbook. 
 

IMPORTANT FALL FLING HELP NEEDED!: I 'm asking for  help from ACM S families.  This year the 
auction lighting committee is in need of a lot of indoor and outdoor extension cords (8 feet-30 feet) and power 
str ips. We would be borrowing them from Friday, November 7th-Sunday, November 16th. If  you are willing to let 
us borrow them, please put your name and phone number on tape attached to the extension cords and power strips. I 
will return them starting Monday, November 17th.   I will leave a box at the school in the office to deposit the 
supplies starting Monday, November 3rd. Thanks for your help.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
me at 404-627-7555 or e-mail at ringlow@aol.com.   Thanks! Julie Lowring    

This year ACMS is in charge of the auction lighting set up and tear down.  I 'm desperately looking for  parent 
volunteers to help put up the lights and help take them down. No skill r equired.  Below is a list of the times we 
will be working at the Glenwood space- on the corner of Glenwood Ave. and Bill Kennedy Way in North 
Ormewood Park.  If  you can volunteer for one or more of these times, please e-mail Julie Lowring 
at ringlow@aol.com or call at 404-627-7555. I will forward directions to the auction site closer to the date.     
Wednesday, November 12th 4pm-8pm 
Thursday, November 13th 6pm-9pm 
Friday, November 14th 9am-9pm 
Sunday, November 16th 9am-1pm 

The media center  is need of volunteers to help during lunch from 11:50-12:50, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday each week.  If you are interested, please email Jacob Edmison at jedmison@atlantachartermiddle.com. 
 
The school is often in need of var ious donated items.  For more information, see the ÒClass News &  NotesÓ 
section that follows. 
 

Class News & Notes 
Throughout the year in this space youÕll f ind updates on what students in different classes are working on, 

upcoming field trips, and other important class information.  Please also be sure to visit the ACMS website at 
www.atlantachartermiddle.com for more information about the school and class ÒblogsÓ where assignments and 

other information can be found. 
 
This weekÕs updates come from the following classesÉ  
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6th Grade Carrera 
The Wednesday rotations are changing! 
 
We are excited to announce that our new rotations will begin on Wednesday, November 12, 2008!  In an effort to 
provide our young people with greater breadth and depth within each component, students will now:  
 
- rotate every six weeks- This will allow our young people a chance to immerse themselves fully in a rotational 
experience while at the same time, providing them with the opportunity to experience each component more often.   
 
- have the opportunity to work in smaller , group settings for  Academic Enr ichment- Students scheduled for 
Academic Enrichment will work in a small, group setting (max. 3-5 young people per teacher) to allow for more 
individualized work and attention in areas of needed support and/or enrichment. 
 
- par ticipate in additional f itness activit ies- Students scheduled for Academic Enrichment will now also have the 
opportunity to participate in a Fitness session either during the first or second hour of their Educational rotation!  
Some of the potential activities include aerobic fitness, movement/dance, and self-defense.  As well, students in 
Young Entrepreneurs and Self-Expression will also have a focused fitness portion of their Wednesday block.  We are 
committed to working both their minds and their bodies more consistently!  Keep checking the Courier for more 
info! 
   
We will continue to have a rotation of 17 new students to participate in individualized lifetime sports at the Carver 
YMCA, and a rotation of young people participating in our Young Entrepreneurs Club and Self Expression.  We are 
excited about the possibilities with this new schedule and look forward to, and welcome your feedback, so please 
stay tuned!   
 
And now, for this weekÕs Carrera updatesÉ  
 
Academic Enr ichment 
This week, our Wednesday class will finally produce and present their newscasts!  ItÕs been a lot of work and re-
work, but it will all pay off when they see their hard work come to lights, cameras, and action!  Congratulations to 
all of our young people for their hard work and commitment to this project!  Job well done!   
 
And finally, as a culminating activity that relates to the work over the last few weeks, our young people will take a 
field trip to CNN to tour and observe a real newscast in action!   Please stay tuned as we f inalize the dates and time 
and look out for permission slips that will be coming home over the next week!    
 
Job Club 
This week the young entrepreneurs were given a business challenge, a description follows: 
Business Challenge:  Nike, Inc 
 
Your department works for Nike, Inc. and must design, produce and sell the next line of athletic shoes Nike will 
launch.   
 
Your goal is to make a profit.  Profit is positive increase from an investment after subtracting for all expenses.   
Your investment from Nike is $1,000. 
Your expenses are marketing cost and shoe production cost.  Prices will vary from team to team, depending on how 
teams choose to spend their investment money. 
 
The team with the best design, marketing plan and profit will win the business challenge!   
 
Power  Group 
This week the studentÕs Power Group knowledge was put to the test.  Students were divided up into teams and 
answered questions related to concepts discussed in previous groups.  Students also completed a Likert scale self-
esteem survey, in preparation for future self-esteem discussions.  
 
Individual L ifet ime Sports 
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This week marks the last session of the YMCA cycle.  Young people really enjoyed swimming and aerobic activities 
at the Carver Ranches YMCA.  
  
The new group of 17 young people will rotate into the Sports component to enjoy the same activities at the YMCA 
for six weeks starting Wednesday November 12th.  An email will be sent to parents of participating students 
detailing the expectations for the sports component. 
 
6th Grade Performing Arts Ð Mrs. Gardner 
This week in Performing Arts we have been working on putting the f inishing touches on each show.  The students 
have worked incredibly hard as I am sure you saw on Wednesday night at the Related Arts Night.  Each student did 
an amazing job with their roles and by pushing themselves outside their comfort zones.  WeÕll f inish out the term by 
celebrating a job well done and watching the first act of Into the Woods. 
 
6th Grade Visual Arts Ð Mr. Edmison 
WeÕve had a great first session of 6th grade visual arts!  On Monday, the other half of the 6th grade will begin their 
visual arts course.  One important element of the course is a sketchbook.  Each student is required to have a 
sketchbook.  By the end of the f irst week of class, students should bring in either $6 or $8 to purchase a sketchbook. 
Both books are hardcover and contain quality drawing paper.  The $8 book has 110 pages.  The $6 book has 70 
pages of drawing paper.  Students will use this book for homework and class work drawing assignments, as well as 
journals.  IÕm looking forward to beginning the new session! 
 
6th & 7th Grade Spanish Ð Mrs. Belloso-Pinto and Mrs. Waldman 
Hola a todos (Hello everybody), 
 
We are happy to have successfully finished our f irst term. During this first term, we worked hard on some of our 
Spanish basics (i.e. numbers, days of the week, feelings, basic adjectives, etc). Now we are ready to move on to 
some more challenging things. We encourage parents to ask the students about the things that they have learned in 
class, because some of the basics that we have learned in the first unit will form the foundation for the students' 
success in the upcoming units. We also encourage you to periodically check our blogs on the Atlanta Charter Middle 
School web site, under the "Spanish" section. There, you will always be able to find out at least one week in advance 
when we are having a quiz and what the quiz will be about. 
 
Our new term brings a series of new changes as well. Specif ically, 6th grade students will be changing Spanish 
classes and teachers. It is very important for the students to be able to work with different groups of students as well 
as a different Spanish teacher with a different accent. Our change will take place on November 10th, and most of our 
students will have a different Spanish teacher from the one that they currently have (either Mrs. Belloso or Mrs. 
Waldman, depending on the class that the student is currently taking). 
 
If you have any questions about our Spanish classes, feel free to write us an email at anytime. Remember that you 
are always welcome to come by and visit our classrooms as well. 
See you soon, 
Mrs. Belloso and Mrs. Waldman 
 
7th and 8th Grade Fit for Life Ð Mrs. Pam 
The 7th graders are wrapping up Term One with an overview in Mental/Emotional Health.  The students completed 
their "Esteem" projects which were due on Thursday, Nov. 6th. 
 
The 8th graders have completed their health power point projects on "Genetic Disorders."  The students began 
presenting their information on Thursday, Nov. 6th. 
 
 
 

PTCA News 
Please check this section often for news about the ACMS Parent-Teacher-Community Association 
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If you have other questions about the PTCA, please email Paula Jessup, PTCA President, at 
pjessup@mindspring.com. 

 
 

I tÕs time to get the f lu shot!  Students under the age of 18 are highly encouraged to get a f lu vaccine.  For more 
information about f lu vaccines, visit the Centers for Disease Control website. 
 
Thanks for  all the box tops that were turned in to the advisor ies. We  had over  600 box tops. 
Ms. Pam Jones advisory won the pizza par ty with 200!!! Way to go.  You can still turn in box tops throughout 
the year and we may have another competition with the advisories. 
 
Next week is a special week with our PTCA meeting on Wednesday and the auction on Saturday November 15th. 
If you have your PTCA name badge from a previous meeting, please return. We hope to use them at every PTCA 
meeting. 
 
The next PTCA meeting is Wednesday, November  12 at 6:30 PM.  Teachers, parents, and students who 
attended the Coalit ion of Essential Schools Fall Forum in Char lotte, NC will be talking about what they 
learned and exper ienced. 
 

High School Transition News 
 
SAVE THE DATE!    
ACMS High School Information Night  
November 6, 2008 
6:30-8:00 pm 
Come to hear from representatives from area high schools!  8th grade families: Please RSVP to the Evite you were 
sent if you havenÕt already done so. 
 
Independent School Admission Fair  
Sunday, November 9th 1-3 pm 
Oglethorpe University 
www.atlantaprivateschools.com 
 
Open House for  Pace Academy - Saturday November 22, 2008 1-4pm 
 
Prospective Parent M eetings at Paideia - November 10 and December 8 from 730-900pm 
 
Here are some helpful websites for  families interested in pr ivate schools: 

A How to Guide to Choosing a Private School in Atlanta 

http://www.atlantaparent.com/08-01-January2008/jan08-art4.html  

Georgia Independent School Association 

http://www.gisa-schools.org/ 
 
For more information about high school transition, please contact Kristin Lee, ACMS Counselor, at 
klee@atlantachartermiddle.com.  

 

Health & Safety News 

 
Dear ACMS Parents/Guardians, 
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ACMS is participating in an exciting new program called Safe Routes to School. As part of  this 
program, we need to gather information from you about how your children are currently getting to 
and from school. 
 
Wi th the assistance of  your children, please complete one survey for each child in your family who 
attends ACMS and return i t to each childÕs advisory by Friday, November 8, 2008 (volunteer hours 
apply!). Please note that the survey is followed by a map on which we ask that you highlight your 
route to school. 
 
Safe Routes to School programs promote safe walking and bicycling to school. More information 
about this important effort will be shared at our next Health and Safety Committee meeting.  I f you 
have questions, please contact Ms. Jones at pjones@atlantachartermiddle.org 
 
  

 
 
Georgia Safe Routes to School:  
http://www.dot.state.ga.us/LOCALGOVERNMENT/FundingPrograms/srts  
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Sc h o o l  Tr an sp o r t a t i o n  A ssess men t  

PA REN T SURVEY 
 
 

How far is it from your home to the school? 
�  1/4 mile or less �  1/4 mile to 1/2 mile �  1/2 mile to 1 mile 
�  between 1 and 2 miles �  more than 2 miles 
 
In what neighborhood/subdivision do you l ive?____________________________________ 
 
Information about your child 
Grade: ___________ Sex: �  M �  F 
 
How does your child usually get to school? 
�  family car �  school bus �  car pool 
�  walk �  bicycle �  other (please explain) 
How does your child usually get home from school? 
�  family car �  school bus �  car pool 
�  walk �  bicycle �  other (please explain) 
 
 
If you drive your child to and/or from school, why do you make that choice? 
 
 
 
Please identify streets or intersections on your childÕs route to school that you think are particularly 
dangerous. Please explain why. 
 
 
 
Please identify any other dangers on your childÕs route about which you have concerns. 
 
 
 
 
How often does your child walk or bicycle to or from school? 
�  every day �  several times a week �  once a week 
�  very occasionally �  never 
 
 
  
If your child walks or bikes to or from school, does she/he usually travel: 
�  alone �  with other children �  wi th parent 
�  with other adult 
 
 
Would you choose for your child to walk or bike to/from school more often if: (please rank by 
order of importance, with 1 being of most importance) 
___ accompanied by other children 
___ accompanied by other parents 
___ route maps were provided 
___ there were more sidewalks and bike trails 
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___ there were more crossing guards 
___ car speeds were reduced 
___ your child received walking and bicycling safety training 
___ other - please explain: 
 
 
 
 
Additional comments: 
 
Would you give your child permission to participate in a Walk (or bike) to school day at ACMS? 
 
 
Would you be interested in helping with Safe Routes to School  activities at your school? 
�  yes �  no 
 
If yes, please indicate your name and contact information. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you very much for  completing this survey! 
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Atlanta Charter Middle School 

820 Essie Ave., SE, Atlanta, Georgia  30316 
Voice 678-904-0051  Fax 678-904-0052 

**$10 off for ads placed before December 15, 2008!*** 
Dear ACMS Parents: 

 
Support our school and recognize your studentÑ post a Personal Display of Affection (PDA) ad 
in the ACMS yearbook! 

 

The yearbook is one of our favorite school traditi ons. Students anti ci pate relivi ng the 
school year through photos, student portraits and event highlights.  Soon your child wi ll 
be bursti ng wi th exci tement to review the yearbook. Imagine the surprise when your 
child fi nds a personal message fr om you! 

 
To order a PDA for your student, please return the enclosed PDA Order Form, along with a 
favorite photo of your student. Please identify the photo (to avoid damaging the photo, write the 
name on a sticker and place it on the back of the photo rather than writing on the photo). 
Provide a personal message to be printed next to the photo.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Jacob Edmison, yearbook adviser, at (678) 904-0051. 
 
Thank you for supporti ng our school! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jacob Edmison 
 
P.S. Business ads are also available.  Please contact Jacob Edmison 
(jedmison@atlantachartermiddle.com) for information and rates.  
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Yearbook PDA Order Form 

 
      Yes, I  w ant  t o post  a PDA for  ________________________in t he yearbook ! 

     (print student name) 

 

Ad Size   
(check one) 

Price Maxi mum number of 
words in message 

 Place a personal message in this space. 

If you need additional space to write your 
message, attach a separate sheet of paper. 

!  1/8 page ad $30.00 15 words + 1 photo   

!  1/4 page ad $50.00 30 words+1 photo   

!  1/2 page ad $100.00 50 words+2 photos   

!  Full page 
ad 

$200.00 100 words+3 photos   

 

    Enclosed is a check* for $___________________________  

    Signature: ________________________________________  

   *  Make checks payable to Atlanta Charter Middle 
School 

Please send this order form, along with a photo, to 
the following address: 

Atlanta Charter Middle School 
820 Essie Ave. 
Atlanta, GA 30316 

 
Or return to Jacob Edmison at ACMS 
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ACMS Extracurricular Activities 
 
Cheerleading 
Congratulations to the ACMS cheerleading squad for coming in 2nd place at last weekÕs LukeSports cheerleading 
competition!  Way to go! 
 
ACMS After School Band 
All students who are interested in joining the after  school band program should pick up an informational letter 
from the main off ice.  This letter was given out during the band info meeting.  Practice takes place every Monday 
school is in session from 4:00-5:30.  If you have any questions about band, please contact Mr. Jimmie Howell at 
jimmiehowell@msn.com.  
 
ACMS Sports 
Stay tuned for  updates about basketball over  the next few weeks.  If you have any questions about the ACMS 
sports program, please contact Ms. Maria Larson at 678-904-0051 or mlarson@atlantachartermiddle.com.   
 
Chess Club 
ACMS CHESS CLUB has star ted.  I t  meets every Fr iday from 7:40 am  to 8:30 am.  All skill levels can 
participate.  Chess Club will meet every Friday morning that school is in session.  ITÕS FREE!  For more 
information contact Bob Peatman at 770/865-7918 or peatmanb@gmail.com.  
 

 


