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820 Essie Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia 30316 
Voice 678-904-0051  Fax 678-904-0052 

www.atlantachartermiddle.com 

The Weekly Courier                                                                                                    Thursday, November 13, 2008 
 
Dear ACMS Community: 
 
Last Friday and Saturday, 12 members of the ACMS communityÑ teachers, parents, and studentsÑ attended the Fall 
Forum, a yearly gathering of the Coalition of Essential Schools (CES).  A network of thousands of schools (of 

which ACMS is one), CES is committed to educational practices that promote 
meaningful and engaging schools.  CES schools are connected by 10 Common 
Principles, and the Fall Forum brings people together to take part in a variety of 
workshops and discussions centered on these principles.  The ACMS contingent 
attending the Forum represented the schoolÕs f irst visit to this event, and in addition to 
talking about their experiences at last nightÕs PTCA meeting, printed below are some of 
their ref lections on the trip.  I  hope you enjoy reading about them!   
 
Have a wonderful weekend, and IÕll see you at the Fall Fling! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Matt Underwood 
Principal 
 
Colleen Devine, 6th Grade Humanities Teacher: I  am grateful that I had the 
opportunity to attend the Coalition of Essential Schools Fall Forum this past weekend in 
Charlotte, North Carolina.  As members of the Coalition of Essential Schools, ACMS is 
a part of a network of progressive schools across the country seeking to reform 
education with creative teaching and intellectually challenging curriculum.  At the 
conference, I was most thrilled to have the opportunity to meet and speak with other 
educators who share a passion for developing and teaching in these types of schools.  
Attending the Fall Forum helped me to see a larger vision for our school and how we 
hope to grow.   
 
I attended various learning sessions, including a session on powerful classroom 
dialogue, where I learned about the Paideia form of classroom conversation, which I 
hope to implement in my classroom.  I  attended a session on deconstructing race and 
power, where we engaged in conversations examining the cultural norms that exist 
within our schools and thought about ways to take action and transform norms that 
exclude certain cultures.  I attended a session on behavior management and gained some 
helpful tips for engaging students in the classroom and also heard an author speak about 
his book highlighting the lives of f ive visionaries who changed the face of American 
education.  All in all, the Fall Forum was an inspiring conference and I hope that I have 

the opportunity to attend next year!  
 
Paula Jessup, 6th Grade Parent: Sam and I want to thank the school for the opportunity that we had to attend the 
forum in Charlotte, NC. Not only did I gain an  understanding about the Coalition of Essential Schools, but got to 
meet some people from around the country ( and even the United Kingdom and Netherlands) that have been 
practicing these principles for many years in their individual schools. 
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I was impressed with CES really wanting to give  our students not only a good education but to make them leaders 
and  to  learn to value themselves. One of the first seminars that I  attended was a study on respect. What  can we do 
as an entire school to improve the respect that we have  between staff, students, and parents? In another seminar, 
they described ways to benchmark the principles of  CES. One school shared that they focus on two of the ten 
principles each year. Since these are new to us, the idea of choosing certain ones to focus sounded more practical. 

Last but probably most important was spending time getting to know our  staff and the two other families that went 
to  the conference.  It  reminded me to appreciate our school and to strive to make it even  better!! 

Santiago Garcia, 6th Grade Student: I liked going to the conference because I got to talk to teachers in small groups 
about things like why kids are afraid to ask questions in class and other interesting things like that. It was fun 
meeting new people from other schools. Other than the sessions I had fun just hanging out in Charlotte. One night 
when we all went out to eat I had an interesting conversation about racism, what teachers should and shouldnÕt do, 
and grading systems. I enjoyed having an open conversation with the teachers and another parent. The sessions I 
attended were one about racism, two about Spanish, one about The Zone which is a mental state where you are very 
focused on something and you are oblivious to the time and activities going on around you. I enjoyed this trip and I 
would love to go next time. 
 
Sam Jessup, 6th Grade Student: My over all perspective of the Fall Forum was good. One of the sessions that I was 
really touched by was one about Fischer Middle School in San Jose, California. It was a low performing, gang 
impacted, low expectations for students and parents and high teacher turnover. It really was touching how people 
devoted so much to that school to  make it better and put so much effort into it and in just one year  they changed 
almost all of what I mentioned earlier. 
 
Darnell Fine, 7th/8th Grade Social Studies Teacher: My experience at the conference was amazing (and that is 
probably an understatement).    The first workshop I attended was ÒThe Unexamined Whiteness of Leadership: How 
Seemingly Innocent Understandings Maintain Racial Inequality.Ó  At a school where IÕm constantly interacting with 
individuals across racial lines, it was refreshing to explicitly talk about issues of white privilege and race.   
 
The next workshop I attended helped me think more deliberately about how I teach with technology in my 
classroom.  The workshop dealt with using various forms of media, including YouTube and Wikipedia.  Entitled 
ÒOvercoming ÔBooooooorin:Õ Creative Nonfiction Pre-Writing Strategies to Help Students Express Their Thinking,Ó 
I learned strategies to help students critical think in a fun way.  I am now using strategies from this workshop in both 
of my classes.   
 
Before leaving the conference, I was fortunate enough to attend Carol Ann TomlinsonÕs lecture on differentiated 
instructed.  I now use the models she discussed in her lecture everyday in class.  I look forward to attending more 
conferences in the future.  I feel refreshed and ready to teach for a long time now! 
 
Marilyn Davis, Special Education Coordinator: My experience at the Fall Forum was very enlightening.  The 
Coalition of Essential Schools is a unique model that recognizes and promotes personal, as well as academic 
success.  Families, students, educators, and community members are empowered and challenged with the tools and 
task of creating unif ied goals and road maps for success. 
 
In keeping with the theme of this yearÕs Fall Forum (ÒLive It, Learn It, Change ItÓ), I am seeking ways to increase 
parent participation at the middle school level, and work with a small group of girls to assist them with skills that 
will ease their transition to high school next year. 
 
Julian Garcia, 8th Grade Student: I  attended 4 different sessions when I went on my trip to Charlotte North 
Carolina.  The first one I attended with my mom, it was a session about respect and it was taught by a man from 
New York.  I met a kid named Aviv he was in ninth grade.   
 
But then the next day I went to one in the morning about a school that has a class everyday about dance, different 
types of dances and they go around and perform in all sorts of places and cities.  I found it fun because everyone 
there learned a dance.   
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After that I  went to a session about Spanish it talked about a school that offered a special Spanish class for fluent 
speakers.  The program at their school was called ROMPE and I thought it was very cool because it was interesting 
the presentation that they gave. At the beginning of the presentation they gave out 5 questions and the one I thought 
was most interesting was the last one that said, ÒWhen do you think too late is for people who want to become a 
leader?Ó I thought it was interesting because one of the teachers in the room answered that she thinks that 9th grade 
is probably around the time that people realize that itÕs too late. Now I totally disagreed because I think that itÕs 
never too late for somebody to think of themselves as a leader.  You can achieve whatever you want no matter 
what age.   
 
Cynthia Collins, 7th Grade Grandparent: Attending the Fall Forum was an experience I will never forget. Because I 
have been the president of a local PTA, I immediately went into networking and my interest of comparison to the 
National PTA Conference set in just to learn the difference.  While attending the Fall Forum, I developed the feeling 
of actually belonging to a group that is seeking ways to help improve ways our children can learn and achieve 
successfully at ACMS.  It felt wonderful to know that the school my child attends is part of a forum of schools 
seeking ways to assist our kids to become better citizens of the future.  When I think of the theme: "Live It, Learn It, 
Change It, one thing can would like to see at ACMS is for our students to become part of a service learning 
program; it will help our kids to develop some self-worth; also, it can help prepare our kids for high school, college, 
and give them some on hand experience in helping out in the community.   
 
Once again thanks goes to Mr. Underwood and the ACMS family for the opportunity to represent ACMS in 
Charlotte for the CES's 2008 Fall Forum! 
 
Keyondra Nix, 7th Grade Student: I  thought that attending the Fall Forum in Charlotte, North Carolina was cool 
because I got to meet people from all around our country and I thought it was nice to get to go somewhere I had 
never gone before.  It was nice to attend sessions and workshops to learn about ways we can better our education 
here at ACMS.  I was proud to learn that my school is one of the schools that may encourage and even help 
prepare me for college and become a successful citizen some day.  When I think of the theme: Live It, Learn It, 
Change It, I would like to see an increase in staff here at ACMS of a more diverse community and I would like for 
the students to be able to give some ideas of our education and what we should be able to learn at ACMS, that was 
one of the things I heard while attending a session at the Fall Forum. My grandmother bought me this book titled 
"There's a Fire in the Middle School Bathroom" it talks about how the teachers need to really listen to a student 
when he or she is trying to express themselves; I would like to see that and feel that here at ACMS. 
 

Calendar 
 

Please Mark These Dates! ! !   (Subject to Change) 
 

November 
Friday, November 14 Ð Coffee with the Principal: Discussion of Meal Payment Policy Ð 8:45 AM 

Saturday, November 15 Ð ACMS/NCS ÒFall FlingÓ 
Week of November 17 Ð End of Term Reports Mailed Home 

Wednesday, November 19 to Friday, November 21 Ð 7th Grade Trip to Fortson 4-H Center 
Wednesday, November 26 to Friday, November 28 Ð NO SCHOOL Ð Thanksgiving Break 

 
December 

Wednesday, December 3 and Thursday, December 4 Ð Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences (more details mailed 
home with end of term reports) 

Wednesday, December 10 Ð PTCA Meeting: Humanities Night! Ð 6:30 PM 
Friday, December 19 to Friday, January 2 Ð NO SCHOOL Ð Winter Break 

 

Announcements, Reminders, Brief Notes, Etc. 
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Please remember that the school building does not open until 8:00 each morning.  If you drop your students 
off prior to 8:00, they will have to wait outside, regardless of the weather conditions, as there is no supervision 
until 8:00.  Thank you for your cooperation! 
 
Welcome to Pascale Alcindor from the Children’s Aid Society who is assuming the program coordinator position 
of the Carrera program on an interim basis.  If   youÕd like to extend an electronic ÒhelloÓ, Pascale can be reached at 
pascalej@childrensaidsociety.org.  
 
This Friday’s morning meeting features one group of students speaking about their experiences at the Coalition of 
Essential Schools Fall Forum and another group of students speaking about their experiences at an anti-prejudice 
summit. 

Ms. Waldman’s advisory is doing a toy collection for this season holidays. If you have old toys that you are 
willing to donate please bring them to school and we will make sure they get to a good home. It is our intention to 
share the toys with an orphanage in Atlanta.  We will be providing hot chocolate and donuts to the students who 
bring in the most toys to give away. Thanks for your cooperation in this community project! 

Mr. Edmison's advisory is sponsoring a food drive to benefit the Atlanta Community Food Bank.  We will be 
accepting donations of healthy non-perishable food items from November 3-24.  The collection box is located 
in the ACMS front office.  Some suggestions for donations are:  peanut butter, canned tuna, canned beans, canned 
soups and pastas, 100% juice, canned fruits and vegetables, macaroni and cheese, whole grain, low sugar cereals. 
Please bring in your donations and help us help those in need this holiday season!  Thank you! 
 
Ms. Ramsey’s advisory is sponsoring a clothing drive for the Rescue Atlanta Charity through November 25th.  
If you have any old pieces of clothing (sweaters, shirts, jackets, pants) that you are willing to donate, please bring it 
to your advisory.  The advisory that brings in the most items will win a breakfast! 
 
If you know your student will be absent from school for any reason, please call the office and leave a message 
letting us know.  Similarly, if you are running late for regular afternoon pickup, please call the office and let the 
school know if possible. 
 
The weekly Courier will be appearing in an electronic version via email and our website this year in order to 
conserve paper.  If you do not have regular Internet access, a few paper copies will be available in the main office 
each Thursday or you can use the computers in the media center.  If you have anything youÕd like to submit to the 
Courier, please email it to info@atlantachartermiddle.com no later than 4:00 PM on Wednesday.  
 

Coffee with the Principal 
This Friday after morning meeting, from 8:45 to 9:30, is the monthly ÒCoffee with the PrincipalÓ.  The focus of this 
monthÕs coffee is an opportunity for parents and guardians to give feedback on a draft meal payment policy that the 
ACMS governing board will soon be discussing and voting on.  If your student purchases breakfast or lunch at 
ACMS, weÕd like to get your input.  A copy of the proposed policy is below.  We hope to see you at this FridayÕs 
coffee, but if you cannot attend, feel free to send your feedback on the proposed policy to Matt Underwood at 
munderwood@atlantachartermiddle.com.  
 
Proposed Breakfast / Lunch Policy 
 

1. Pre-payment for all meals is expected. 
2. If an account becomes 30 days past due, the Business Manager will require the 

parent/guardian to a) complete the Free and Reduced application, b) pay the amount 
outstanding or c) set-up a payment plan to pay off the outstanding debt within 30 days. 

3. If an account is past due over 45 days, no payment is made, the Free and Reduced 
application is not turned in and no payment plan has been established, the student will no 
longer be served meals until the full balance of the account is paid in full.
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November 15, 2008  
5:30-10pm  
890 Bill Kennedy Way  

 
 
 
 

I t Õs n o  l o n g er  FA SH I O N A B L E t o  b e Ôf a sh i o n a b l y  
l a t eÕ!  

WeÕre changing it up this year, and the Silent Auction will close in 4 sections at 
designated times. You DONÕT want to miss the holiday shopping deals or the Raffle- so 

donÕt be late!! 
 

*Order of Events 
 

5:30 Ð 8:30 Ð Silent Auction open (to close in sections below) 
 
6:45 Ð 8:00 Ð Raffle 
 
8:10: Close Silent Auction Section I: 
Kids, Pets, Home & Garden 

 
8:20 Close Silent Auction Section II: 
Fitness, Hair, Spa, Sports and Clothes 
 
8:30 Close Silent Auction Section III: 
Hotels, Entertainment, Dining, Parties 
 
8:40-9:45pm Ð Live Auction 
 
9:50 Close Silent Auction Section IV: 
Teacher Time, Vacation Getaways and the Gallery 
 

Purchase your tickets now for $15 eachÑ price increases to $20 at the door- donÕt miss this dining 
experience created by Chef Drew Ihrig of Endive! Also- sign up for childcare today! Prices increase 

Monday, Nov 3!  All forms are also available at www.neighborhoodcharter.com .                             Click 
on the Fall Fl ing Logo!  
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Au ct i on  Ti ck et  Pr e- Or d er  
 

 

 
Sa t u r d a y ,  N o v em b er  1 5  

5 : 3 0 - 1 0 p m   
8 9 0  B i l l  K en n ed y  Wa y  SE 

 
 
Pu r ch a ser Õs Na m e ________________________________________________ 
 
Em a i l  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Stu d en t Õs Na m e ______________________________________________________ 
 
Gr a d e/ Tea ch er  ______________________________________________________ 

*Please return this form along with payment to the ACMS offi ce.  
Please note that tickets may also be purchased in the NCS and ACMS school offices! 
  

Nu m ber  o f Ti ck et s ________________ @ $15  ea ch   
 
To t a l            $________________ 
 
Ci r cl e On e: 
 

Ca sh   Ch eck  #__________ 
*Tickets are $15 in advance/$20 at the door and include entry to the event plus fabulous food 
catered by Endive. Drink tickets will be available at the event. Remember Fall Fling is a 
fabulous night out for the grown-ups!  Questions? Email the committee at 
auction@neighborhoodcharter.com . 

Th a n k s i n  a d va n ce fo r  you r  su ppor t !  
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Reser ve ch i l d ca r e for  t h e even t Ñ to d a y! 

 
Sa t u r d a y ,  N o v em b er  1 5  

5 : 3 0 - 1 0 p m   
8 9 0  B i l l  K en n ed y  Wa y  SE 

 
Childcare available at NCS from 5:15 to 10:30pm 

 
Ch i l d Õs Na m e a n d  a g e:____________________________________@$10.00  
 
Ch i l d Õs Na m e a n d  a g e:______________________________________@$5.00  
 
Ch i l d Õs Na m e a n d  a g e:______________________________________@$5.00  
 
Circle one: 
Check#_____________    Cash     Total $____________ 
 
Pa r en t / Gu a r d i a n Õs n a m e:__________________________________________ 
 
Pa r en t / Gu a r d i a n Õs em a i l :__________________________________________ 
 
Ph on e (during the event): ____________________cel l   ____________________cel l  
 
Em er g en cy con t a ct / t el eph on e ______________________________________ 
 
***************P lease be sure to pack a peanut-free dinner for each child.**********  
Childcare for children walking age and up will cost $10 for the first child and $5 for siblings. 
Please return this form with payment to the ACMS office. Due to the need to reserve sitters 
in advance, childcare prices will increase on Monday, November 3rd to $15 for the first 
child and $10 for each additional child- so please reserve your spot ASAP!  

Questions? Contact: Sarah Wilcox at sarahcwilcox@bellsouth.net  
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ARE YOU ARE YOU LOOKI NG FOR LOOKI NG FOR HEL P HEL P 
WITH Y OUR M ATH HOM EWWITH Y OUR M ATH HOM EWORK ORK 

AND PROJECTS?AND PROJECTS? 
 

                                                       
I f you answered YES!  
 
Since November 3, 2008, students have the opportunity to join ACMS Math Tutorial. This 
is an after-school Math tutorial for students who want to improve their academic 
performance, time management and study skills.  
 
The math tutorial is offered after school on Mondays from 4pm-6pm.  The Math Tutorial 
ensures that the students at ACMS learn how to manage time, develop academic growth 
and learn effective study skills. Students will participant in math projects throughout the 
year and acquire the experience necessary to enhance the students LOVE for Math.  
Students will create, plan and do their own Math projects as a team.  
 
The tutorial will be facilitated by Ms. Nicole Johnson, a member of Hands on Atlanta 
AmeriCorps.  Ms. Nicole enjoys empowering passionate youth with the skills to joyfully 
exceed in their Math courses. 
 
For more information, you can contact Nicole Johnson by phone (678-628-4403) or by 
email (nljohnson@handsonatlanta.org).  Applications will be made available at the school 
starting Monday, November 10th.  A copy of the application follows. 
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Appl i cat ion  for En ro l lm ent  

 

Studen tÕs Nam e:  
 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
Addre ss:  
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
         

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
H om e Pho ne: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
Al t  Pho ne: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
Em ai l  Addre ss: 
 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
Advi sory :   
 
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
Gra de: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Date of  Bi rt h:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
Pare n t  Nam e(s) : 
  
 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 
Please complete the following questions. I f you need more room, you may write    on the 
back. 
 
W hy  do you  want  to part i ci pate i n  the  M at h  Tu t or i al ?  

 
   _________________________________________ 
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_ ______________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
 

  _______________________________________________ 
 
 
W ha t  i s one dre am  you  have and ho w  do you  ho pe to achi eve tha t  dr eam ?  

 
   ___________________________________________ 
 

         _________ _ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_  ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Par en t  Sign atu r e: _________________________________    Date: ___________ 
 
 
Par en t  Sign atu r e: _________________________________    Date: ___________ 
 
 
 

Thank You!!! 
Thank you to the ACMS Governing Board and PTCA for helping to send a group of parents and students to the 
Coalition of Essential Schools Fall Forum! 
 

Can You Help? 
Each week in this space there will be ways you can help the school, and, in many cases, earn required volunteer 
hours.  For more information about the volunteer hour commitment, please read the ACMS Student & Family 

Handbook. 
 

IMPORTANT FALL FLING HELP NEEDED!: I'm asking for help from ACMS families.  This year the 
auction lighting committee is in need of a lot of indoor and outdoor extension cords (8 feet-30 feet) and power 
strips. We would be borrowing them from Friday, November 7th-Sunday, November 16th. If  you are willing to let 
us borrow them, please put your name and phone number on tape attached to the extension cords and power strips. I 
will return them starting Monday, November 17th.   I will leave a box at the school in the office to deposit the 
supplies starting Monday, November 3rd. Thanks for your help.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
me at 404-627-7555 or e-mail at ringlow@aol.com.   Thanks! Julie Lowring    

This year ACMS is in charge of the auction lighting set up and tear down.  I'm desperately looking for parent 
volunteers to help put up the lights and help take them down. No skill required.  Below is a list of the times we 
will be working at the Glenwood space- on the corner of Glenwood Ave. and Bill Kennedy Way in North 
Ormewood Park.  If  you can volunteer for one or more of these times, please e-mail Julie Lowring 
at ringlow@aol.com or call at 404-627-7555. I will forward directions to the auction site closer to the date.     
Wednesday, November 12th 4pm-8pm 
Thursday, November 13th 6pm-9pm 
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Friday, November 14th 9am-9pm 
Sunday, November 16th 9am-1pm 

The media center is need of volunteers to help during lunch from 11:50-12:50, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday each week.  If you are interested, please email Jacob Edmison at jedmison@atlantachartermiddle.com. 
 
The school is often in need of various donated items.  For more information, see the ÒClass News &  NotesÓ 
section that follows. 
 

Class News & Notes 
Throughout the year in this space youÕll f ind updates on what students in different classes are working on, 

upcoming field trips, and other important class information.  Please also be sure to visit the ACMS website at 
www.atlantachartermiddle.com for more information about the school and class ÒblogsÓ where assignments and 

other information can be found. 
 
This week’s updates come from the following classes… 
With teachers working on their term one reports, there are no class updates this week.  Class updates will resume 
in next weekÕs Courier.  Be sure to check class blogs on our website!  
 
 

PTCA News 
Please check this section often for news about the ACMS Parent-Teacher-Community Association 

If you have other questions about the PTCA, please email Paula Jessup, PTCA President, at 
pjessup@mindspring.com. 

 
The Atlanta Parent Magazine will now be delivered to our school.  Pick up a copy in the front office.   

 
It’s time to get the flu shot!  Students under the age of 18 are highly encouraged to get a f lu vaccine.  For more 
information about f lu vaccines, visit the Centers for Disease Control website. 
 
Thanks to all who came out to this Wednesday’s PTCA meeting.  The next PTCA meeting is Wednesday, 
December 10 at 6:30 PM.  I t will be a special ÒHumanities NightÓ event with students presenting work from their 
language arts and social studies classes. 
 

High School Transition News 

 
Tech Charter High School Informational Session, Monday December 8th, 630pm at Tech High 
 
Open House for Pace Academy - Saturday November 22, 2008 1-4pm 
 
Prospective Parent Meetings at Paideia - December 8 from 730-900pm 
 
Here are some helpful websites for families interested in private schools: 

A How to Guide to Choosing a Private School in Atlanta 

http://www.atlantaparent.com/08-01-January2008/jan08-art4.html  

Georgia Independent School Association 

http://www.gisa-schools.org/ 
 
For more information about high school transition, please contact Kristin Lee, ACMS Counselor, at 
klee@atlantachartermiddle.com.  
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Atlanta Charter Middle School 
820 Essie Ave., SE, Atlanta, Georgia  30316 

Voice 678-904-0051  Fax 678-904-0052 

**$10 off for ads placed before December 15, 2008!*** 
Dear ACMS Parents: 

 
Support our school and recognize your studentÑ post a Personal Display of Affection (PDA) ad 
in the ACMS yearbook! 

 

The yearbook is one of our favorite school traditi ons. Students anti ci pate relivi ng the 
school year through photos, student portraits and event highlights.  Soon your child wi ll 
be bursti ng wi th exci tement to review the yearbook. Imagine the surprise when your 
child fi nds a personal message fr om you! 

 
To order a PDA for your student, please return the enclosed PDA Order Form, along with a 
favorite photo of your student. Please identify the photo (to avoid damaging the photo, write the 
name on a sticker and place it on the back of the photo rather than writing on the photo). 
Provide a personal message to be printed next to the photo.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Jacob Edmison, yearbook adviser, at (678) 904-0051. 
 
Thank you for supporti ng our school! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jacob Edmison 
 
P.S. Business ads are also available.  Please contact Jacob Edmison 
(jedmison@atlantachartermiddle.com) for information and rates.  
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Yearbook PDA Order Form 

 
      Yes, I  w ant  t o post  a PDA for  ________________________in t he yearbook ! 

     (print student name) 

 

Ad Size   
(check one) 

Price Maxi mum number of 
words in message 

 Place a personal message in this space. 

If you need additional space to write your 
message, attach a separate sheet of paper. 

!  1/8 page ad $30.00 15 words + 1 photo   

!  1/4 page ad $50.00 30 words+1 photo   

!  1/2 page ad $100.00 50 words+2 photos   

!  Full page 
ad 

$200.00 100 words+3 photos   

 

    Enclosed is a check* for $___________________________  

    Signature: ________________________________________  

   *  Make checks payable to Atlanta Charter Middle 
School 

Please send this order form, along with a photo, to 
the following address: 

Atlanta Charter Middle School 
820 Essie Ave. 
Atlanta, GA 30316 

 
Or return to Jacob Edmison at ACMS 
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ACMS Extracurricular Activities 
 
ACMS After School Band 
All students who are interested in joining the after school band program should pick up an informational letter 
from the main off ice.  This letter was given out during the band info meeting.  Practice takes place every Monday 
school is in session from 4:00-5:30.  If you have any questions about band, please contact Mr. Jimmie Howell at 
jimmiehowell@msn.com.  
 
ACMS Sports 
Stay tuned for updates about basketball over the next few weeks.  If you have any questions about the ACMS 
sports program, please contact Ms. Maria Larson at 678-904-0051 or mlarson@atlantachartermiddle.com.   
 
Chess Club 
ACMS CHESS CLUB has started.  It meets every Friday from 7:40 am  to 8:30 am.  All skill levels can 
participate.  Chess Club will meet every Friday morning that school is in session.  ITÕS FREE!  For more 
information contact Bob Peatman at 770/865-7918 or peatmanb@gmail.com.  
 
ATTENTION ACMS CHESS PLAYERS--There will be a tournament for beginners at Renfroe Middle School in 
Decatur this Saturday at 12:30 pm, website:  http://www.decaturteacher.org/miller/chess/Nov15.html.  If you are 
interested in attending, please contact Bob Peatman,770/865-7918, peatmanb@gmail.com. 
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8th grade students are selli ng Chr istmas wr eaths 
as a fundraiser f or  their  DC t r ip. 

 
Please return the order f orm below to claim your  

wr eath before they are al l gone. 
 

Wreaths will be available af ter December 3. 
_________________________________________  

 
Name:      Phone #: 
 
Smal l  Wreaths (12-14 inches) $10: Qty:  
 
Large Wreaths (24 -26 inches) $20: Qty:  
 
Amount  paid:    


